Paris, Tune 1.

SEARCH of the archives of the
A castle of Nantes has revealed

=some astonishing new facts
concerning the career of Gilles de
Retz, or de Rals, one of the most
amazing and dreadful figures in all
history.

Gilles de Retz is believed to have
bevn the original of “Bluebenrd,”
the famous old Freneh story by
Perrault. 1n the story lie is deseribed
a5 a mooster who has murdered six
wives and has just taken a seventh.
He giveg ber the Lkey of a room in
his castle and says “That is the one
room which you must on no account
enter.”

Of course, she enters and there
ehe sees the heads of her six mur-
dered predecessors, By great good
luck she escapes from the castle.

The Baron de Retz, who served as
the original of 1his story, was exe-
cuted at Nantes in 1440 for the hor-
rible murder of many ehildren, but
he had also killed a number of

women, although they were not his
Mives.

The new diecoveries indicate that

De Retz was really a ploneer of
evience, misied by his  enrhusiasm
into eriminal wavs, a vivispetionist
of zreat abllity, carried by his teeh-
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nical ardor Into carelesgness of hu-
man agony. and a phrsiclan who
achieved in the fifteenth century
much knowledge that has been lost
until the present day. In his experl-
ments in the transplantation of or-
gans he was a rival of his country-
man, Dr. Alexis Carrel, now the
chief investigator of the Rockefeller
Institute, New York, and in his ob-
servations on the ductless glands, he
was a predecessor of Professor Lao-
rand, of Paris.

Gilles de Retz was a nobleman of
great birth and treniendous posses-
sions, He lived at the height of the
feudal period, when great lords were

able to defy the king. He haeld
great domains on the borders of
Brittany and Normandy, amd wis

allied by birth 1o the most powerful
fendal houses of Vrance.,

He held the strong eastles of
Machecoul, Chamtoer and Pifanees,
and immense fterritories  around

them. One of these castles, Mache-
¢oul, still exists, a magnificent ruin.

De Retz fought vaiiantly with Joan
of Are, played an important part in
helping her raise the sgiege of Or-
leans and was made 4 marshal for
his serviees in driving the English
it of France. After that event he
disappeared from publie life and
plungerd into scientific and mvstical
reseiarches within his domains

A genuine desire for scientifie
knowledge seems to have comhbined
in hlin with a yearning for the seeret
that would enable him to transmute
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Baron de Retz, the Story’s
Historical Original, Now Proved
to Have Been a Brilliant Scientist
Misled by Over-Zeal into
Torturing Women and Children

base metals into gold, the idea that
absorbed nearly all the students of
the Middle Ages.

He shut himself in his castle of
Machecoul, admitting only a few re-
pulsive retainers ‘to' His confidence.
Among these the leaders were two
men named Henriet and Poiton, and
a woman Known as “"La Meffraje.”

Gradually terrible stories bezan to
gpread through the thinly settled
countryside concerning the lord of
this great castle. Daughters of
peasants and even of citizens of the
towns left their homes and were
never seen again. The woman “La
Meffrale.,"” was found to have spoken
to them before they were Ilost.
Then children of all ages began to
disappear for miles around the cas-
tle.

The Baron de Retz was vivisecting
these victims in the great inner hall
of his castle. Walls eight feet thick
protected him from intrusion, and
prevented the eries of his victims
from reaching the outside world.

Surprlse has heen expressed that
the story teller should have made
Bluebeard a murderer of his wivas,
when the historical monster, Baron
e Retz, did not find his victims
among them. The difficulty {s now
cleared up for it appears that De
Retz vivisected at least one woman

who expected to be his wife. This
vietim was his young kinswoman
and ward, Isabelle de Craon, who

doubtless went to the castle unsus-
pectingly on account of their rela-
tionship, probably accompanied hy
forgotten female attendants whose
blood and bones helped to fatten the
charnel house,

The new tlonumenlhrnught to light
consists of a diary closely written on
ancient vellow parchment, in whieh
he keeps a lengthy record of his ex-
periments in mediaeval Latin. 1In
ane place In his diary he writes:

“I give thanks {o my guardian
demon that T have completed a very
marvellous and ingenious onﬂrﬂrlur_l
upon my young kinswoman, Isabelle
e r.'rqnn. who was brought to (he
castle in the expectation that T wayld
;::::n A4 contract of marriage with
T,

"l removed the right a-
h_t»llr«. and grafted ip “sarll'l;mr\\rf' i
right arm of the dark maiden | re.
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I bound Isabelle to the bench with
broad straps so arranged as to hold
her still while not stopping the move-
ment of the blood. (Apparently the
Baron de Retz had a good idea of
the circulation of the blood.) I
gagged her because her outeries in-
terfered with my work and she
several times essaved to bite me,

“1 divided the arm between the
shoulder joint and the large exter-
nal  triangular muscle with knives
which I have constructed for this
work, having tried this operation
many times before arcriving at my
rresent perfection. I removed the
arm of the dark maliden in a similar
manner, having previously remarked
that it was of a suitable size. I then
loined the dark maiden's arm to the
stump of Isabelle's arm, fitting a
wedge-shaped projection of the bone
inte a corresponding depression in
the stump. I joined the muscles
and nerves of the opposing flesh sur-
faces with fine gut obtained from
human intestines and preserved in
a mixture of galt,

“l then covered the arm with a
mixture of potter's clay, which 1
have prepared so that it dries and
hardens within the hour. This made
any movement of the stump what-
ever impossible.

"I proceeded to. other operations
upon the dark maiden, and as the
outcome of them she gave up the
spirit at the end of three days. In
the meanwhile, 1 had left Iszbelle to
recover from her wound. [ took
greal care that she received the best
of nursing and food which would
conduce to her speedy recovery,

“At the end of eight days I broke

the clay covering and found the
grafted arm was well knit to the
stump. The damsel moved it as

though it had been her own arm. I
doubt not that had she lived longer
she would have been able to use
this arm which I had given her as
well as the one with which she was
born. On the ninth day, unhappily,
she manifested a high fever, which
resisted all my efforts to assunge i1,
She regarded me with unconquer-
able aversion, screaming most plere-
ingly whenever [ came near to glve
her medicine and necessary atten-
tion. T doubt not that this perverse
atate of mind helped greatly to bring
on her lamentahle death, which
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made my glorious eXperiment a less
evident and demonstrable sucress
than I could have desired.”
The Baron de Retz 8peaks of his
altempts to transplant the kidneys
of one person to another. These ex-
periments he claims to have been
great successes, although sooner or /
later all of the vietims appear to 1
have died. Apparently he was able . i
10 remove a kidney without causing  “Opened the door of the secret chamber to see it adorned with
lr;nc‘n?dta;tf l:leath, This nlgne would the heads of maidens of high and low degree, sacrificed to
:d‘;g‘nce“or h‘-’ls“t‘;;:‘a?a“':m;g‘;;f 18 the remorseless ardor of this early vivisectionist.”
He mentions many curious experi- would have required an army to taks Machecoul,
ments, some wanton and useless, it by force. So powerful was de Retz  that no
and others indicating a valuable The Baron de Retz records the lay authority could lay hands on
comprehension of surgery ang fact that he is beginning to find him, but a brave aud determined
anatomy. He speaks of removing a children more interesting as sub- bishop, after years of struggie,
gland in the peck {evidently the Jects of experiments than women. brought bim to trial at Nantes. Ta
thyroid) from a child and finding He speaks of the large numbers the charges of murder were added
that growth of the body ceases. He brought in by his eonfoderates and accusations of =acrileze apd blas-
watches the child for two years. He later complains that they are be- phemy of the most dreadful charac-
trieg the same operation on a coming scarce. ter, thus ensuring his  condemna-
woman and finds that she becomes It is calculated that de Retz de- tion
an fdlot. stroved 513 human victims by vivi- The judement of the court was
Many of the operations are of a section during the nine vears in that he be hanged aml burnt 1o
natiire that cannot be even hinted which he was engaged in his scien- death at the seme time. He met hisg
at in a lay publication. They are titic researches. Scores of bones, end with great dignity and calmness,
complicated with Sstrange mostly those of children, have been His two leading accomplices suf-
blagphemies and Insane  prac- discovered beneath the castle of fered the same fate with him.
tlces. He makes
a pact with Satan,
who meets him at
midnight in a dese-
crated chapel and 4
promises him the
secret of making
gold and creating
life. The consider-
ation {s that Baron
de Retz shall give a
hundred pure young
souls to Satnn,
The Baron speaks
of a young woman
who escaped from
his clutches after
seeing his still living
victims carved al-
most out of human
semblance, and the
many horrors of his i
great vivisection
chamber. This girl
J4s rescued by her

lover and a band of
companions, who
reach her prison by
an underground pas-
sage. The castle was
80 strong that it
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Ruins of Baron de R?tz'l Castle of Machecoul in Br:ittany
Where Many Bones of Victims and Other Relics
of His Dreadful Career Have Been Found.
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Joan of Arc Entering Orleans. The Bearded Man in Armor Riding Be:
hind Her ‘Is Baron de Retz.




